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M r .  Bousselham, a t  h i s  r eques t ,  c a l l e d  on M r .  Newsom 
f o r  a gene ra l  d i scuss ion  of US-Algerian r e l a t i o n s .  m 
Rogers-Boutefl ika Meeting 

Both M r .  Newsom and M r .  Bousselham agreed t h a t  t h e  
meeting between Sec re t a ry  Rogers and Foreign Min i s t e r  
Bou te f l ika  i n  New York on October 1 2  had been a  
p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  our b i l a t e r a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  
Sub jec t s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  both c o u n t r i e s  had been 
f r a n k l y  and f u l l y  d iscussed  and t h e  h igh- leve l  
d ia logue  between s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s  maintained. 
M r .  Bousselham said he  hopes t h e  U.S. Government 
now understands why t h e  GOA cannot  t a k e  immediate 
a c t i o n  on c e r t a i n  matters of i n t e r e s t  t o  us ,  b u t  
must w a i t  f o r  an appropr i a t e  moment t o  do so. 

Hi jacking  

M r .  Bousselham s a i d  t h a t  t h e  GOA s t i l l  b e l i e v e s  a 
i t t e n  exchange of let ters between our two govern- 

ments on t h e  ques t ion  of how t o  handle  h i j a c k e r s  
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would be use fu l .  H e  emphasized t h a t  t l ~ e  GOA wishes t o  
d e a l  wi th  us  on t h i s  ques t ion  b i l a t e r a l l y .  M r .  Newsom 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  formula proposed by Bou te f l ika  and 
Bousselham ( fo rb idd ing  a h i jacked  a i r c r a f t  t o  land i n  
Alger ia )  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us t o  accep t  because of t h e  
r i s k  t o  t h e  passengers ,  t h e  crew and a i r c r a f t  i t s e l f .  
M r .  Bousselham r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  obse rva t ion  made by 
M r .  Rein i n  t h e i r  conversa t ion  of September 1 4 .  Even 
though he understood t h a t  M r .  Re in ' s  observa t ion  d i d  
no t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  USG, he 
wondered i f  w e  could n o t  cons ider  it a s  a p o i n t  of 
depa r tu re  i n  an a t tempt  t o  f i n d  a formula t h a t  would 
be s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  both coun t r i e s .  M r .  Newsom agreed 
t h a t  w e  would cont inue  t o  examine t h i s  ques t ion .  

M r .  Newsom mentioned t h a t  two of t h e  h i j a c k e r s  of t h e  
Del ta  a i r c r a f t  were escaped conv ic t s .  Although w e  had 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  informed t h e  GOA of t h e i r  c r imina l  r eco rds ,  
Foreign Min i s t e r  Boutef l ika  appeared unaware of t h i s  
f a c t  when t h e  s u b j e c t  came up i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  
t h e  Sec re t a ry  i n  New York. The Foreign Min i s t e r  had 
s a i d ,  however, t h a t  w e  should be a b l e  t o  work toge the r  
regard ing  common c r imina l s .  M r .  Bousselham asked t h a t  
he  be provided wi th  a complete l e g a l  d o s s i e r  on t h e s e  
two h i j a c k e r s  which would enable  t h e  Alger ian j u d i c i a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  p resen t  a formal c a s e  a g a i n s t  them i n  
an Alger ian cour t .  I t  was agreed t h a t  t h e  two govern- 
ments would remain i n  touch on t h i s  ques t ion .  

The Middle E a s t  

Turning t o  t h e  Middle Eas t ,  M r .  Bousselham r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  between S e c r e t a r y  Rogers and 
Foreign Min i s t e r  Boutef l ika  and asked i f  t h e  USG now 
has a p l a n  f o r  a Middle E a s t  s e t t l emen t .  M r .  Newsom 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  M r .  S i sco  i s  much more deeply involved 
i n  t h i s  problem than  he and t h a t  M r .  Bousselham might 
wish t o  c a l l  on him f o r  a f u l l e r  explana t ion .  Speaking 
pe r sona l ly ,  M r .  Newsom s a i d  t h a t  it was h i s  impression,  
a f t e r  having p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  some of t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  
b i l a t e r a l  meetings i n  New York, t h a t  t h e  Sec re t a ry  
i n t e n d s , t o  cont inue  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  f i n d  a s o l u t i o n  t o  
t h e  Middle E a s t  problem, beginning wi th  a p a r t i a l  set t le-  
ment a t  t h e  Suez Canal. No one could say a t  t h e  moment 
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t- I : 
e x a c t l y  what proposal  t h e  USG might make o r  what s t e p s  
w e  might t ake ,  b u t  no one i n  Washington i s  s a t i s f i e d  with  
t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  

[ 
. 9 . - e  

M r .  Bousselham asked, "Are you th ink ing  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s ? "  \ 
and M r .  Newsom r e p l i e d  t h a t  w e  f u l l y  r e a l i z e  t h e  need f o r  

\ k 
a  s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  t akes  i n t o  account t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  I- , 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people. The problem, a s  Sec re t a ry  Rogers 
s a i d ,  i s  who speaks f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s ?  M r .  Bousselham 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  h i s t o r y  and j u s t i c e  speak f o r  them. During 
t h e  Alger ian C i v i l  War n o t  a l l  Alger ians  spoke with  one 
voice ,  y e t  t h e r e  was an obvious so lu t ion- - to  s t o p  t h e  
f i g h t i n g  and se t  up an i n t e r i m  government. Mr. Newsom 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  USG i s  concerned, no " so lu t ion"  
which t h r e a t e n s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of I s r a e l  i s  acceptab le .  
I s r a e l ' s  e x a c t  f r o n t i e r s ,  however, a r e  another  ques t ion .  
AS f o r  a  ~ a l e s t i n i a n  s t a t e  o r  p r o v i s i o n a l  government, each 
Arab country would have i t s  own view and each would t r y  
t o  in f luence  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s .  Egypt, f o r  example, had 
proposed a  p r o v i s i o n a l  P a l e s t i n i a n  Government, b u t  now 
seemed t o  be backing away from t h a t  proposal .  I f  t h e r e  
were a  c l e a r ,  u n i f i e d  ~ r a b / P a l e s t i n i a n  p o s i t i o n ,  it 
would be e a s i e r  t o  d e a l  with.  M r .  Bousselham repea ted  
Foreign Min i s t e r  Bou te f l ika ' s  remark t o  Sec re t a ry  Rogers 
t h a t  t h e  GOA does n o t  want t o  f r u s t r a t e  any i n i t i a t i v e s ;  
s i n c e  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  problem a f f e c t s  b i l a t e r a l  GoA/uSG 
r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  GOA i s  n a t u r a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  a  
s o l u t i o n .  

Vietnam 

M r .  Bousselham inqu i red  concerning t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  of 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  on Vietnam. H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  GOA i s  con- 
vinced t h a t  Hanoi has  r ea l  problems and it i s  now s e r i o u s l y  
looking f o r  a  s o l u t i o n .  M r .  Newsom r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  had 
t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  are perhaps 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  going t o  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  problem. 
The problem i s  n o t  an easy one f o r  t h e  U.S., which must 
f i n d  a  s o l u t i o n  which g ives  t h e  South Vietnamese people 
an oppor tun i ty  t o  determine t h e i r  own f u t u r e  and a t  t h e  
same t i m e  does n o t  g i v e  t h e  American people a  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  they  have d e s e r t e d  an a l l y .  D r .  Kiss inger  i s  searching  
f o r  t h e  r i g h t  formula. M r .  Bousselham s a i d  t h a t  t h e  GOA 
s t r o n g l y  hoped a  s o l u t i o n  could be worked out .  Although 
he was wi thout  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  he was s u r e  t h a t  h i s  govern- 
ment would be w i l l i n g  t o  a s s i s t  i n  any way t h a t  t h e  USG 
t h i n k s  would be he lp fu l .  M r .  Newsom r e p l i e d  with  thanks 
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t o  t h e  GOA f o r  i t s  prev ious  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  Vietnam 
problems and s a i d  t h a t  eve ry th ing  was now i n  t h e  hands 
of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and D r .  Kiss inger .  

I n  a  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  E l  Paso-SONATRACH c o n t r a c t ,  
M r .  Bousselham expressed optimism. H e  s a i d  t h a t  some 
o f f i c e r s  of Chemico had r e c e n t l y  gone t o  A l g i e r s  t o  
d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  l i q u e f a c t i o n  p l a n t  and 
t h a t  he  i s  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  an agreement on t h e  assignment 
of proceeds i s s u e  can be  worked ou t .  Finance Min i s t e r  
Mahroug had r e se rved  on ly  t h e  p o i n t  of  whether GOA 
should be r e q u i r e d  t o  pay one month i n  advance. 
M r .  Bousselham a l s o  mentioned t h a t  M r .  Kearns, i n  h i s  
l a s t  meeting w i t h  Mahroug, had t a l k e d  of EX-IM i n v e s t -  
ments of $1.2 b i l l i o n  i n  A lge r i a  i n  1973. 

P r o c t e r  and G a m b l e  Case 

Regarding t h e  P r o c t e r  & G a m b l e  (P  & G )  c la im,  M r .  Bousselham 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  GOA had never made a  s i n g l e  lump sum settle- 
ment i n  p rev ious  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  c a s e s  and t h a t  it w a s  
extremely u n l i k e l y  t h a t  it would s e t  such a precedent  i n  
t h e  P  & G case .  He f e l t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  must have been 
some misunders tanding i f  P  & G had r ece ived  t h e  impress ion 
t h a t  they  would g e t  a s i n g l e  lump sum payment. He agreed 
wi th  M r .  Newsom, however, t h a t  it was impor tan t  t o  se t t le  
t h i s  f i n a l  c o r p o r a t e  c la im q u i c k l y  and s a i d  t h a t  h e  would 
do h i s  b e s t  t o  work toward a mutual ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n .  

I n  c l o s i n g ,  M r .  Bousselham expressed g r e a t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of t h e  U S G  and AFME i n  a r r ang ing  f o r  
s i x  Alger ian  ph.D. cand ida t e s  t o  come t o  t h e  U.S. t o  
complete t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  a l l  s i x  (who are 
now s tudy ing  i n  t h e  U.S.) a r e  extremely impress ive  and 
t h a t  t h e i r  p resence  h e r e  i s  an impor t an t  asset i n  t h e  
improvement of  US-Algerian r e l a t i o n s .  
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